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DISTRICT KICKING OFF 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR WITH CONVOCATION, 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF BIBB COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

 
July 22, 2019 
 
(MACON, GA) - The Bibb County School District will kick off the 2019-2020 school year by hosting 
Convocation for about 3,000 employees at the Macon Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Drive, on Thursday, July 
25, at 9 a.m. As a part of the program this year, the District will name its 2020 Bibb County Teacher of the 
Year during Convocation. 
 
This year’s theme for Convocation is “Getting Better Together.” Superintendent Dr. Curtis L. Jones Jr., the 
2019 National Superintendent of the Year, will share District achievements, goals for the year and plans 
for improving student success and faculty preparation. Employees also will hear a message from guest 
speaker Michael Bonner, a former North Carolina educator who will teach fourth grade at The Ron Clark 
Academy this fall. Bonner has been recognized by Ellen DeGeneres, NBC Nightly News, the Ashton Kutcher 
Foundation and other entities for his innovative approaches in a diverse classroom. These recognitions 
have led to his students getting the opportunity to travel to California, where they recorded a professional 
music video with artists like Big Sean, Ice Cube and Lin Manuel Miranda. 
 
All school-level 2019-2020 Teachers of the Year will be recognized during Convocation. Five finalists for 
2020 Bibb County Teacher of the Year were recognized at the end of the last school year and a winner will 
be named during Convocation. Finalists for 2020 Bibb County Teacher of the Year are: Leslie Brown, 
Alexander II Magnet School; Jonilyn Browning, Howard Middle School; John Sweat, Howard High School; 
Autumn Taylor, Elam Alexander Academy; and Mark Robinson, W.S. Hutchings College and Career 
Academy. 
 
Convocation will be streamed live online at www.bcsdk12.net.  
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OPEN HOUSES 
The District will host open house for students and parents on Tuesday, July 30, from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. for 
elementary schools and 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. for middle and high schools. Parents and students are 
encouraged to attend open house to receive school supply lists, complete transportation information and 
more. 
 

 Back-to-school information, including how to enroll a new student online or register for 
transportation services 

 School supply lists 

 Dress codes 
 
PREPARING FOR SCHOOL 
The District will host a PBIS Back-to-School Bash for students on Wednesday, July 24, from 9 a.m. to noon 
at the Professional Learning Center and SOAR Academy at the Martin-Whitley Educational Complex, 
located at 2003 Riverside Drive. This event is hosted by the District’s Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports (PBIS) Department with the goal of helping students to be prepared for the 2019-2020 school 
year by providing free school supplies while they last, as well as community resources and school 
uniforms. There will also be an opportunity to take care of school bus passes, as well as other necessities. 
Parents must bring their child’s school ID number or proof of enrollment in Bibb this year. For more 
information, please visit the Facebook event page. 
 
In addition, several school zones will be hosting special events to kick off the new school year.  

 The Rutland zone schools will host their Back to School Bash on Saturday, July 27, from 9 to 11 a.m. 
at Rutland High School, 6250 Skipper Road. 

 The Northeast zone schools will get together for RaiderFest on Saturday, August 3, from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at Northeast High School, 1646 Upper River Road. 

These events will include fun activities, school supplies, important Title I and back-to-school information 
and more. 
 
For more information about preparing for the 2019-2020 school year, which begins with the first day of 
school on Thursday, August 1, please visit www.bcsdk12.net. 
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